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FEFAC President, Mr Pedro Corrêa de Barros, commented the Dioxin and Dioxin-like PCB 
contamination of pigmeat of Irish origin by stating ”that commercially produced compound 
feed was not involved in the new contamination case”. He noted, however, that ”the 
incident was highly regrettable because it was completely preventable, if the bakery 
recycling plant had applied correctly the obligatory HACCP rules in place since 1 January 
2006 under EU legislation (EU Regulation (EC) No 183/2005). The use of waste oil as fuel 
source in direct drying operations at food waste recycling plants as the most likely 
contamination cause, has been indeed identified as a potential dioxin source since 1998!” 
 
He stressed the need to review the possible extension of obligatory HACCP rules for all 
feed business operators including food recycling plants and home mixing operations under 
the EU Feed Hygiene Regulation (EC) No 183/2005. Official controls authorities can no 
longer deny that such operations are “high-risk“activities. Producing feed requires proper 
know-how and care and it is the duty of the control authorities to ensure that “non-
professionals” do not put a chain at risk. As a matter of principle, FEFAC believes that 
companies holding a waste processing permit should not be authorised to recycle food 
waste into the feed chain. FEFAC in any case insists that the EU ban on the use of catering 
waste for feed purposes remains in place. 
 
European compound feed and premix manufacturers have made very positive experience 
with the application of HACCP–based feed safety assurance systems, reducing 
systematically contamination at source i.e. at raw material and raw material processing 
level. 
 
An estimated 90% of all compound feed produced in the European Union (app 150 Mio tons 
annually) has been produced according to requirements laid down in the European Feed 
Manufacturers Guide (EFMC), the first officially assessed EU guidelines for the 
manufacturing of compound feed and premixtures. 
 
 

 
 

Notes to the editor: 
1. FEFAC, the European Compound Feed Manufacturers’ Federation, represents 21 national 

Associations in 20 EU Member States as well as Associations in Switzerland, Turkey, 
Croatia and Norway with observer/associate member status. The European compound feed 
industry employs over 110,000 persons on app. 4,500 production sites often in rural areas, 
which offer few employment opportunities. 

2. Farm animals in the EU-27 consume an estimated 470 million tonnes of feed a year, of 
which 150 million tonnes are produced by the compound feed manufacturers. Turnover of 
the European compound feed industry is estimated at € 50 billion. 

3. For more information see our web site (www.fefac.eu) or please contact Alexander Döring, 
Secretary General Tel. +32-2-285.00.50, Fax +32-2-230.57.22, e-mail: fefac@fefac.eu.  
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